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for over thirty years, | am always proud to cel-
ebrate what | still consider the best profession
in the world.

Today we are here to commend a very spe-
cial type of nurse, those that specialize in
home health care. For more than 100 years,
Visiting Nurse Associations (VNAs) have been
providing home health care to the commu-
nities they serve. Beginning in the late 1800s,
VNAs provided critical home-based care for
the homebound, the impoverished, the frail el-
derly and children at-risk.

Over a hundred years later, not-for-profit
VNAs continue their unparalleled, selfless tra-
dition of offering quality of life and independ-
ence to all Americans through comprehensive
home health care. Today, guided by their
charitable missions, VNAs care for nearly 10
million people annually.

VNAs provide home health care for patients
of all ages—from infants to elderly. They are
the educators of disease prevention and
health promotion. Physicians are confident
when referring to VNAs because of their high
level of quality standards and clinical excel-
lence. Patients are extremely satisfied with the
care they receive from VNAs as shown by a
99 percent customer satisfaction rating.

Mr. Speaker, | urge all my colleagues to
show their support for Visiting Nurse Associa-
tions everywhere by voting for this wonderful
resolution.

—————
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Ms. MCCOLLUM. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
in recognition of National Peace Corps Day,
and in support of our nation’s enduring com-
mitment to progress, opportunity, and ex-
panded development at the grassroots level
throughout the developing world.

Since 1961, more than 168,000 Ameri-
cans—including over 5,000 Minnesotans—re-
sponded to our nation’s call to serve by be-
coming Peace Corps Volunteers in 136 coun-
tries. Today, more than 7,000 Americans cur-
rently serve in the Peace Corps, providing val-
uable assistance to developing countries, con-
tributing their skills to support programs in
education, health, business, agriculture and
the environment.

Peace Corps volunteers have improved the
lives of communities throughout the world by
responding to real global crises such as pov-
erty, hunger and HIV/AIDS. They have
strengthened the ties of friendship and under-
standing between the people of the United
States and those of other countries, and have
brought back to the U.S. a deeper under-
standing of other cultures and nations.

National Peace Corps Day recognizes the
work of returned Peace Corps Volunteers as
they bring their experiences to work, school,
places of worship and recreation, sharing with
colleagues, friends, and community members
how their volunteer service changed and
shaped their lives. Today, across the nation,
we honor the spirit of these Volunteers and re-
affirm our country’s commitment to helping
people help themselves throughout the world.

In this spirit, and in honor of National Peace
Corps Day, | have introduced House Concur-
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rent Resolution 61, expressing the need to in-
crease funding for the Peace Corps by $550
million by 2007. This legislation reflects the
President’s commitment to double the number
of Peace Corps Volunteers over the next four
years, and recognizes the unprecedented
funding challenges the Peace Corps will face
as the President’s initiative to expand the pro-
gram moves forward.

As we gather today to honor the tremen-
dous achievements of our Peace Corps Volun-
teers from the past, let us not forget the thou-
sands that serve today, including the twenty-
four volunteers from my Congressional District
in Minnesota serving in such locations as Hon-
duras, Bulgaria, Kazakhstan and the Phil-
ippines. Now, more than ever, it is clear that
the cross-cultural understanding developed
through Peace Corps programs is invaluable
to our nation.

————

HOUSING GROUPS OPPOSE ADMIN-
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Mr. FRANK of Massachusetts. Mr. Speaker,
one of the areas where national policy is
weakest is that of affordable housing. The
very prosperity of the nineties that so bene-
fited most Americans in fact exacerbated the
housing crisis for many, because of the un-
evenness of the housing market and of that
prosperity. Sadly, recent proposals from this
administration not only do nothing to alleviate
these areas of housing crisis, they would
worsen them. One of the areas where the ad-
ministration’s proposals would worsen an al-
ready bad situation is that of Section 8 Hous-
ing, the main program by which we help peo-
ple rent housing when they cannot afford de-
cent homes on their own. Not only has the
program been insufficiently funded recently,
the administration’s new budget proposal
seeks to make this a block grant, removing
any federal protections for those in need, and
subjecting them to the already strong pres-
sures that many state budgets face. A coali-
tion of some of the most important groups in
the housing field, including many of those
business organizations that seek to help us
meet the need for affordable housing, recently
wrote to Secretary Martinez expressing their
strong opposition to this proposal. Their letter
lists several reasons why this program would
be harmful to our major current effort to help
low income people meet their housing needs,
and given the expertise and commitment of
those who have signed the letter, as well as
their reasoning, | ask that it be printed here so
that the members may benefit from their very
sound judgment.

FEBRUARY 25, 2003.
Hon. MEL MARTINEZ,
Dept. of Housing & Urban Development,
Washington, DC.

DEAR SECRETARY MARTINEZ: The under-
signed groups are writing to express our con-
cern regarding HUD’s FY04 Budget proposal
to block grant the Housing Choice Voucher
program.

The voucher program, created under the
Nixon Administration, has become the cor-
nerstone of federal affordable housing policy
and has broad support among many constitu-
encies.
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In recent years, an increased number of
conventional apartment owners have begun
participating in the voucher program. While
the program is not perfect, professional
apartment owners in partnership with the
current voucher administrators have made
great strides in helping low-income families
find quality affordable rental housing—a
partnership that helps the community as a
whole.

Apartment owners and managers look to
uniformity and consistency of program rules
and funding levels when deciding to partici-
pate as voucher landlords. HUD’s proposal
creates uncertainty in this regard, the result
of which will have a chilling impact upon
market participation in the program.

In addition, multifamily property owners
often operate in multiple States. If each
State creates its own program, it would ne-
cessitate the understanding of new rules cre-
ated by up to 50 different administrators.
Further, any shifting of federal funds to
state block grants raises serious concerns
about future funding availability, begging
the question of why States would be inter-
ested in HUD’s proposal.

A dramatic shift in program rules and ad-
ministrators will also jeopardize the new
homeownership voucher programs launched
by local agencies in partnership with the
real estate and lending community. This
homeownership initiative holds promise for
increasing opportunities for low-income fam-
ilies.

Devolution may have a place in any sound
federal housing policy, but not in relation to
the House Choice Voucher program. We
stand ready to work with HUD on alter-
native approaches to strengthening its ten-
ant-based assistance.

Sincerely,

Council for Affordable and Rural Housing.

Institute for Responsible Housing Preser-
vation.

Institute of Real Estate Management.

National Apartment Association.

National Association of Realtors.

National Leased Housing Association.

National Multi House Council.

————
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Mr. MEEK of Florida. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today, on the 5th Annual National Lobby Day
for The National Coalition Against Domestic
Violence, to join my colleagues in speaking
out against domestic violence, a brutal crime
committed against millions of women. Domes-
tic violence is the single largest cause of injury
to women between the ages of fifteen and
forty-four, more than muggings, car accidents
and rapes combined.

Mr. Speaker, women are losing their right to
safety in their homes and in their communities.
Women account for an alarming 85 percent of
the victims of domestic violence. Each year
between two to four million women are bat-
tered, and a substantial number of these bat-
tered women will die of their injuries.

Devastatingly, because one in three women
are likely to be abused by a partner or some-
one she knows, only half of all female victims
report their injuries to the proper authorities.
Women remain in grave fear of their lives and
do not leave their violent relationships.

Domestic violence is increasing at a dis-
turbing rate. In my home state of Florida,
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